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Team StriQ formed to advance Canada’s next generation
air training capability and readiness requirements

Canadian industry and Indigenous enterprise unite with international expertise to
support RAGNAR project and the future readiness of the Royal Canadian Air Force.

QinetiQ Group Canada Inc., Serco Canada Inc., Des Nedhe Group Defence, Cold
Lake First Nations Defence Ltd. and Arcfield Canada Corp. have announced the
formation of Team StriQ, formalizing their collaboration to pursue Canada’s Range
Advancement Generation Next & Airspace Revitalization program, known as
RAGNAR project.

With Canada solely focused on the recapitalization of defence industries and
comparable allied capabilities, now is the appropriate time to build a next-generation
and best in class training program that also envisions broad economic development
and Indigenous opportunities.

Team StriQ has the capability to position Canada as a leader within middle power
and allied nations and accelerate the repositioning of Canada’s defence capabilities
within NORAD, NATO, and Five Eyes. This Canadian-led initiative also puts
Canadian sovereignty and readiness at the centre of its approach, supporting
Canadian control of critical data, security and operational priorities.

Team StriQ combines expertise across training, managed services, systems
integration, aerospace engineering and through-life support. The team’s proposal
aims to create opportunities for Canadian companies, Indigenous enterprises,
academia and regional workforces, strengthening domestic skills, supply chains,
innovation and infrastructure. It will enable the creation of high-quality jobs while
building local expertise in Goose Bay and expanding the military training ranges at
Cold Lake and Bagotville. The economic impact of this initiative will reinforce
Canada’s leadership in this strategic sector.

Corrie Dale, Managing Director, QinetiQ Canada, said: “Ensuring Canada's next-
generation aircraft and systems are matched by a next-generation training
environment is the principal driver behind Team StriQ's proposal. QinetiQ has a long-
term partnering agreement with the UK Ministry of Defence to ensure mission-critical
capability is safe, interoperable and operationally ready. We look forward to bringing
state-of-the-art expertise developed over many years to support Canada’s
ambitions.”



Natasha McLean, Managing Director of Serco Canada, said: “We're excited to be
part of Team StriQ and build on our 30-year partnership with Canada’s Armed
Forces. Our proven expertise in next-generation live and virtual training can ensure
the Royal Canadian Air Force can test, train and exploit operational capabilities
today and for years to come, all while boosting Canada’s defence industry and
economy.”

Des Nedhe Group Defence and Cold Lake First Nations Defence Ltd. bring
Indigenous business leadership, regional knowledge and long-term economic
participation to the team.

Grant Oliver, President DNG Defence, said: “RAGNAR is one of the most
important defence investments Saskatchewan and Alberta will see in a generation.
DNG Defence and Cold Lake First Nations are committed to making sure it builds
lasting Indigenous businesses, careers and prosperity across western Canada, while
giving the RCAF the world-class training range it needs to better protect our borders
and support our allies.”

Team Str1Q is fully committed to supporting Canada’s future operational readiness
and connecting live aircraft, synthetic systems, advanced threat environments,
telemetry, secure networks, data services and training centres as an integrated
system.

Chief Kelsey Jacko, Cold Lake First Nations (CLFN Defence LP), said: “The
Cold Lake Air Weapons Range is located within our traditional lands, and Cold Lake
First Nations is committed to supporting its protection while helping advance
RAGNAR project. Through CLFN Defence, we bring Indigenous-led business
solutions, regional knowledge and practical capabilities that complement Team
StriQ’s mission and strengthen the delivery of a modern, sovereign training
environment for Canada. This partnership creates an opportunity to demonstrate
how First Nations expertise and enterprise can contribute directly to defence
readiness while creating lasting benefits for our people, Canada, and future
generations.”

Team StriQ will develop its approach around Canada’s operational, technical,
security and environmental requirements, subject to the Government of Canada’s
acquisition decisions and procurement processes.

Luc Sabourin, Vice President, Arcfield Canada, said: “Arcfield Canada is proud to
be part of Team StriQ, bringing decades of Canadian aerospace and defence
expertise to Project RAGNAR. Our platform agnostic capabilities will help
sustainment advanced systems and support the RCAF’s long-term operational
readiness while strengthening Canada’s sovereign defence capabilities.”

Team StrQ is supported by D-TA Systems, Inzpire, the University of Alberta, the
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology and Raymond EMC.



ENDS

Note to editors:

About Team StriQ

Team Str1Q is a collaboration involving QinetiQ Group Canada Inc., Serco Canada
Inc., Des Nedhe Group Defence, Cold Lake First Nations Defence Ltd. and Arcfield
Canada Corp. designed to pursue RAGNAR project.

Team StriQ’s solution combines expertise across training, managed services,
Indigenous enterprise, systems integration, aerospace engineering and through-life
support.

The team is supported by D-TA Systems, Inzpire, the University of Alberta, the
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology and Raymond EMC.
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